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and diminish the sufferings which that conflict created. With
the result that the name given her by the leading modern
authority on the subject, in summing up her character and
work, is that of "an indefatigable peacemaker." And with
that verdict the whole issue regarding her conduct is con-
clusively given in her favour.

Upon this last scion of Cosimo's branch devolved a task
severer far than had fallen to the lot of any of her family
who had gone before. Even that of her ancestor, Cosimo
Pater Patriae, pales before that which fell upon the shoulders
of his last descendant, the baby-girl upon whom in her cradle
Cardinal Giulio had looked down in the almost empty Medici
Palace, and round whose path he wove so many thorny
briars.